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Comment on: The “broken heart syndrome”: you’re likely to have it only once!

We read the article by Lateef(1) with great interest. More and more cases of takotsubo cardiomyopathy are being diagnosed 

due to increased awareness, and its association in various clinical scenarios is increasingly being reported. Recently, we reported 

a case of takotsubo cardiomyopathy precipitated by hyperthyroidism.(2) In the report by Lateef, the author reported stress-induced  

cardiomyopathy in a postmenopausal patient in whom the symptoms and electrocardiogram (ECG) were suggestive of ST-segment 

elevation myocardial infarction (STEMI) acute coronary syndrome. The patient was managed using standard STEMI acute coronary 

syndrome protocol. Although her coronary angiogram was found to be normal, a pathognomonic wall motion abnormality led to 

the diagnosis of takotsubo cardiomyopathy. The author mentioned that the “patient’s door-to-ECG and door-to-balloon times were 4 

minutes and 23 minutes, respectively”.(1) Door-to-balloon time is defined as the interval that starts with the arrival of the patient at the 

presenting hospital and ends with balloon inflation at the cardiac catheterisation laboratory.(3) Since the coronary angiogram of the  

patient was found to be normal and no percutaneous coronary intervention was performed, we are puzzled by the 

terminology used in the case report. We believe the author was referring to door-to-coronary angiogram time or door-to-left  

ventriculogram time. We hope to have a response from the author.

Yours sincerely,

Muhammad Athar Sadiq, Ahmad Syadi Mahmood Zuhdi
Division of Cardiology, Department of Medicine, University Malaya Medical Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. matharsadiq@gmail.com
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