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The forensic significance of enTeric duplicaTion
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The paper by Rasool et al(1) provides a clear overview of the variable presentations of enteric duplications, also known as  

enterocystomas, with a focus on abdominal complications. While the majority of enteric duplications involves the ileum and  

results in abdominal manifestations, it is important to recognise that the range of symptoms and signs may be considerably wider, 

given that these lesions/cysts may be found anywhere from the mouth to the anus.(2) While other congenital lesions involving the 

upper aerodigestive tract, such as lingual thyroglossal duct cysts, teratomas and laryngo/tracheomalacia, may cause sudden and 

unexpected death due to respiratory tract obstruction,(2,3) this is not a manifestation of enterocystomas. The reason is that lesions 

that cause airway compromise are usually located at critical positions (where an increase in size results in an associated decrease 

in luminal diameter of the airway). Conversely, enterocystomas of the mouth tend to involve the anterior tongue and are not placed  

in a position to occlude the airway. Symptoms and signs of such enterocystomas therefore relate mainly to swelling or fluid  

discharge.(2) Thus, while enteric duplication cysts of the upper aerodigestive tract may be symptomatic, they are not usually  

associated with a significant outcome. This is similar to enteric cysts elsewhere, which, although found in cases of unexpected  

deaths, are usually unrelated to the terminal mechanisms.(4) While the finding of enteric duplication cysts in forensic cases is  

notable, it is more likely an incidental discovery unrelated to the mechanism of death.
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Roger W Byard
Discipline of Anatomy and Pathology, Level 3 Medical School North Building, The University of Adelaide, Frome Road, Adelaide 5005, Australia.  

roger.byard@sa.gov.au

refer en c e s

1. Rasool N, Safdar CA, Ahmad A, Kanwal S. Enteric duplication in children: clinical presentation and outcome. Singapore Med J 2013; 54:343-6.
2. Lipsett J, Sparnon AL, Byard RW. Embryogenesis of enterocystomas-enteric duplication cysts of the tongue. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol 1993; 75:626-30.
3. Rohde M, Banner J, Byard RW. Congenital lesions associated with airway narrowing, respiratory distress and unexpected infant and early childhood death. 

Forensic Sci Med Pathol 2005; 1:91-6.
4. Byard RW. Sudden infant death, large intestinal volvulus and a duplication cyst of the terminal ileum. Am J Forensic Med Pathol 2000; 21:62-4.

Editor’s note: The authors, Rasool et al, have declined to respond to the above letter.


